Superintendent emails parents, staff about public meetings
•

By KATHY BROWN News Record Senior Writer kbrown@gillettenewsrecord.net

Superintendent Boyd Brown sent an email to more than 9,000 parents and staff in the Campbell County
School District on Monday.
The letter notes the four public hearings being conducted by education funding consultants in August
and encourages them to attend and share their points of view.
The closest meeting to Gillette is in Buffalo from 5-7 p.m. Aug. 16 at Buffalo High School.
Brown notes that the Legislature is reassessing its funding model through recalibration.
“This winter, they (legislators) will make decisions that will impact students and Wyoming’s economy,”
Brown says in his letter.
He writes that school budgets have been cut in Wyoming by about $171 million over the last six years,
$71 million of that the last two years alone.
A survey conducted by the Wyoming Department of Education in May indicated that districts have lost
at least 577 jobs over the last two years and 44 of 46 reported school districts also have had to cut
educational programs.
“Further budget cuts will result in additional job and classroom programming losses,” Brown wrote.
At the same time, he noted it’s estimated 85 percent of the $1.2 billion K-12 Wyoming block grant
funding recirculates through Wyoming’s communities about twice annually. “The positive and essential
economic impact of our school system cannot be denied,” he said.
Should we?
Brown’s letter also speaks about the basket of goods, activities and athletics, class sizes and proper
school facilities, and job and economic stability when it comes to education funding.
“Should Wyoming preserve the quality of its currently required educational standards and programs for
all students? Should today’s students get the same or a lesser education than previous graduates due to
energy market fluctuations?” he wrote.
Brown noted that 50 percent of Wyoming school districts reported cutting athletics and/or activities
because of budget cuts and asked if those should be protected and if extracurricular activities impact
student success in school and in life.
“Legislatively imposed budget cuts are forcing increased class sizes, and diminished energy income is
delaying the building of essential school facilities,” he wrote. “Should Wyoming’s class sizes be based of
the fluctuations of energy markets?
“Equally as important,” Brown continued, “should students in growing districts be taught in temporary
trailers or have to change schools — within their own district — several times mainly due to the lack of
coal lease bonuses?”
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